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Getting to the Top “Naturally”

Beverly Mapes, Owner
Top Of The List

topofthelist.net
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� Organic SEO

“The practice of using a range of techniques, 
including augmenting HTML code, web page copy including augmenting HTML code, web page copy 
editing, site navigation, linking campaigns and more, 
in order to improve how well a site or page gets 
listed in search engines for particular search topics.”
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Sponsored 
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Organic 
Search 
Results

PPC
(Pay Per Click)
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� 12.184 Billion – 2007 (North America)
• Up from 9.45 Billion 2006 
• 25.2 billion predicted by 2011

� Most Popular Types
•
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Most Popular Types
• Organic - natural search results
• PPC - paid placement (close second)

� Where the $$ were spent
• Organic – 10.5%
• PPC – 87.4%

Source: Search Engine Marketing Professional Organization (SEMPO) February 
2008.  The State of Search Engine Marketing 2007, Survey of Advertisers and 
Agencies.
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Print and 
Newspaper 15% Web  Development 22%
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Television

Newspaper 15%

Direct Mail
17%

Radio

Web  Development 22%
Web Display Ads 15%SEM

Print Magazine 
Ads 22%

Source: Search Engine 
Marketing Professional 
Organization (SEMPO) 
February 2008.  The State of 
Search Engine Marketing 
2007, Survey of Advertisers 
and Agencies.
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� 61.5%

� 20.9%
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� 9.2%

� 4.5%

� 4.5%
Source:
comScore Search Market Data for June 2008. 
SearchEngineWatch.Com Blog.
http://blog.searchenginewatch.com/blog/080701
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� Cuil
• Anna Patterson & former Google employees
• Google bought her last search engine in 2004
• Claims it is more comprehensive and efficient

� Hakia
• Semantic Web
• Adds “meaning” to search

� Goodsearch
• Yahoo’s engine
• Donations to your favorite charity by using for search

� Intriguing New Web Search Engines (article)
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Give ‘em what they want (algorithms):
• Good Site Architecture

• Techy code stuff: Makes site readable, loads fast

•
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• Useful Content
• Text and keywords: What you can cannot see

• High Google PageRank
• Other sites linking to your site: measures 

popularity – their link is a vote for your site
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� Search engines read words
� Tools:

• View Source from browser
•

• View Source from browser
• Firefox: View – Page Source (Ctrl+U)
• Internet Explorer:               View Source

• Lynx Browser
• Spider Simulator Tool

• FeedTheBot
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� Flash:   CreativeStoodio (http://creativestoodio.com)
� Frames:  Guitar Music (http://www.guitarmusic.org)

• URL does not change with different pages
� All Graphic:  Women’s Lifestyle Magazine

•• (http://womenslifestylemagazine.com)
� All code and no real text

• Yahoo Mail (http://mail.yahoo.com)
� Java Script Navigation Bar

• Coastal Reflections
• http://www.coastalreflectionsmi.com
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� Absolute URL
• http://tastefullyglutenfree.com

� Easy editing of basic SEO elements
• Title, Metadata, headings, HTML Text, alt attributes• Title, Metadata, headings, HTML Text, alt attributes

� Friendly URLs
� http://www.waddell.com vs. http://koeze.com

� No duplicate or hidden content - Major penalty!
� No Log-in’s (if you want text searched after them)
� Clean code, fast loads
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� View source code from browser
� Check with feedthebot tool
� Look for:� Look for:

• Text that’s on your page(s)
• Navigation links
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� Professional Tools
� Google™ Keyword Tool

• https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal?default
View=2
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View=2
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Preschool  Gymnastics | Toddler Gymnastics | 
Gymnastics Classes | Grand Rapids Michigan

Preschool and Toddler Gymnastics | 1 yr –Preschool and Toddler Gymnastics | 1 yr –
Kindergarten | Gymnastics Classes | Grand Rapids 
Michigan

Preschool and Toddler Gymnastics | 1 yr –
Kindergarten | Gymnastics Classes | Gymco, Grand 
Rapids Michigan
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� <title>Title text</title>
� Maximum 118 Characters
� Modifications to Avoid

•
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• Gymnastics by Gymco | Toddler, Preschool, 1 yr –
Kindergarten | Grand Rapids Michigan 
• No – order is important

• Toddlers Gymnastics | Preschoolers Gymnastics
• No – use only the form of the keyword you chose (plural or 

singular)
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� Meta tags
• Description tag

– 250 Char max
• Keywords tag
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• Keywords tag
– not all search engines use

• First 25 words of the page

� Headings <h1>, <h2>, <h3>
� Bold and italicized words
� Anchor Text
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� Your domain name
• Keywords
• Age

� Page names
� Image names
� “Alt” attribute for images
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� Research keywords for your target market using 
Google Tool

� Create title tag for a page on your site
� Create description and keyword meta tags for the 

same page
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same page
� Try to include target keywords into the first 25 words 

on that page, but also throughout the page
� Try to include target keywords in headings
� Call your web developer and ask them to make the 

updates
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� Quality – Google Page Rank (0 to 10 – 10 is best)
• http://toolbar.google.com

– free
- installs in seconds

• Not always reliable
Relevance – Similar keywords on both sites
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� Relevance – Similar keywords on both sites
� Title Keywords – Title Tag
� Anchor Keyword – The text that, when clicked, brings the 

user to your website

� Quantity - Number of sites linking to your website
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� Join Membership & Networking Organizations:
• Local First, Chamber of Commerce (not all), AWE??

� Online Directories:
• Absolute Michigan  
• DMOZ
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• DMOZ
• Search on: “Directory type of business”

� Pay $$ -
• Yellow Pages / Yellow Book
• Yahoo, Business.com

� Be a Resource – good site content
� Write on other sites (resource sites, blogs, etc.)
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� A “social bookmarking” site
� Accessible from any computer: home, 

work, library
Can be shared with others
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� Can be shared with others
� Each bookmark counts as a “link”
� Add descriptions, to make more 

“relevant” (++ SEO bonus points)
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http://secure.del.icio.us/register 

1. Complete and 
submit form

2. Respond to 
email
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3. Download and 
install Del.icio.us 
toolbar

4. Browse to your 
own website

5. Click “Tag” 
button on 
Del.icio.us 
toolbar
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� Suppliers and Business Partners
� Charity Organizations & Event Sponsorship

• Benefit Auction Lists
• Fundraiser Outings (News Page)
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• Fundraiser Outings (News Page)

� Reciprocal Links
• I’ll link to your site if you link to mine

� Search on your site name and follow links
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� Who is linking to my site now?
• Command from http://yahoo.com:

linkdomain:[your domain name] –[your domain 
name]

•
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name]
• Example:
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� Download the Google toolbar and check your page rank
� Sign your site up for a free link

• http://absolutemichigan.com/
• http://dmoz.org (accept high quality sites only)
• Search for other online directories
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• Search for other online directories
� Consider paying for listing in directories
� Search on your own company name
� Find out who is linking to your competitors 
� Add resourceful content to your site to encourage 

inbound links
� Create a del.icio.us account and give your site a free link
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� Traffic Sources
� Keywords
� Pages Visited
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� Pages Visited
� Browser Used
� Goals, Conversions
� City, State, Country of Visitor
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� Sign up for a free account (do it now!)
� http://www.google.com/analytics/index.html
� Verification dance
� Place code on every page of site you want to 

track (before the ending </body> tag)
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� Search engines are looking for that “perfect” 
site to put at the Top Of The List
• Site Architecture
• Resourceful content, optimized with your target 
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• Resourceful content, optimized with your target 
market’s keywords

• High PageRank

� It can be yours -- Be at the Top!
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