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Be at the Top!

Beverly Mapes, Owner
Top Of The List

topofthelist.net



Copyright 2007 Top Of The List 2

���������	
����



Storefront

Television

Print

Direct Mail Radio

Networking

Internet

Telephone
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Website 
Storefront

Contextual 
Ads

Email

Search Engines

Blogs …

Podcasts …

RSS feeds …

Business Card
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� 9.45 Billion – 2006 (North America)
• 18.6 billion predicted by 2011
• 50% Direct Sales, 50% Brand Awareness

� Most Popular Types
• Organic - natural search results
• PPC - paid placement (close second)

� Where the $$ were spent
• Organic – 11.8%
• PPC – 85.9%

** Source:  2006 State of Search Report, SEMPO – Search Engine Marketing 
Professionals Organization
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Sponsored 
Link

Organic 
Search 
Results

PPC
(Pay Per Click)
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� 65.1%

� 20.9%

� 8.4%

� 3.9%
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� Text, Content & Keywords on your Site
• Site content
• Location of text the search engines can see

� Inbound links
• Sites linking to your site

� Site Architecture
• Techy code stuff
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� Google™ Keyword Tool  
� URL to tool:
� https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal?defaultView=2

� Or - navigate through Google
1. Google Home Page

(google.com): 

Advertising Programs
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2. Google
Advertising
Page 

Learn more
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3. Google
Welcome to
Ad Words
Page

Get keyword
ideas
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Enter broad 
keyword(s)

Type the 
letters shown
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� <title>Title text</title>
� <title>Finishing Touches by Kim: Interior 

Design Decorators</title>
� Modifications

• Interior Design, Decorators and Artists[Yes]
• Interior Design and Residential Decorators [good]
• Interior Designers, Decorators and Artists [No!]
• Interior Design, Decorator and Artist [No! - singular]
• Interior Decorators and Design [No! – wrong order]
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� Meta tags
• Description tag

– most important
• Keywords tag

– not all search engines use
First 25 words of home page

� Headlines
� Bold and italicized words
� Within links to other places on your site
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� Research keywords for your target 
market using Google Tool

� Create title tag for your website
� Create description tag for your website
� “Seed” target keywords into the first 25 

words on your website
� Call your web developer and ask them to 

make the updates
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� Quality – Google Page Rank (0 to 10 – 10 is best)
• http://toolbar.google.com

– free
- installs in seconds

• Not always reliable
� Relevance – Similar keywords on both sites
� Title Keywords – Title Tag
� Anchor Keyword – The text that, when clicked, brings the 

user to your website

� Quantity - Number of sites linking to your website
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� Join Membership & Networking Organizations:
• Local First, Chamber of Commerce (not all), AWE??

� Online Directories:
• Michigan Womens Marketplace (http://miwomen.com)
• DMOZ (http://dmoz.org)
• Search on: “Directory type of business”

� Pay $$ -
• Yellow Pages / Yellow Book
• Yahoo, Business.com

� Be a Resource – good site content
� Write on other sites (resource sites, blogs, etc.)
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� A “social bookmarking” site
� Bookmarks are accessible from any 

computer: home, work, library
� Bookmarks can be shared with others
� Each bookmark counts as a “link”
� By adding descriptions, your links are 

more “relevant” links (extra SEO bonus 
points)
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http://secure.del.icio.us/register 

1. Complete and 
submit form

2. Respond to 
email

3. Download and 
install Del.icio.us
toolbar

4. Browse to your 
own website

5. Click “Tag”
button on 
Del.icio.us
toolbar
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� Suppliers and Business Partners
� Charity Organizations & Event Sponsorship

• Benefit Auction Lists
• Fundraiser Outings (News Page)

� Reciprocal Links
• I’ll link to your site if you link to mine

� Search on your site name and follow links
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� Who is linking to my site now?
• Command from http://yahoo.com

link:domainname
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� Download the Google toolbar and check your page rank
� Sign your site up for a free link

• miwomen.com
• dmoz.org (quality sites only)
• Search for other online directories

� Consider paying for listing in directories
� Create process so links are requested when doing charity 

events
� Encourage AWE board to make member links on AWE 

website visible by search engines (oops, did I say that ??)



Copyright 2007 Top Of The List 29

1��
	�+��2
�������4�"�!�5
����"����	
���

� Create a Del.icio.us account and bookmark 
the following sites:
• Your own website

• AWE – http://www.awe-westmichigan.org/
• Everyone at your table
• http://topofthelist.net (if you liked the presentation)

� Go to Yahoo® and find out how many sites 
are currently linking to your site. 
• Write it down and check your progress monthly
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� Major Problem Areas for Search Engines
• Frames

• URL does not change when browsing to another page

• All Flash
• Looks like a high quality brochure, Lots of animation

• Entire page is an “image”
• Poor text quality, load very slowly

• Text inside Java Script
• NavBars in Flash or Java Script

� Do it Now! Check Your Site for Major Issues
• http://www.searchwho.com/sw5-spider.html
• Warning: this tool has an attitude



Copyright 2007 Top Of The List 31

�"33���

� Your website is the castle
• Keywords are king
• Resourceful information is your army
• Links are the people in the land you govern
• Architecture is the land and infrastructure surrounding 

the castle

� Search engines are looking for that “perfect”
castle to put on their first page

� It can be yours -- Be at the Top!
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